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sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
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DISCOURSE BY ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder Brigham Young at the 
General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
April 6, 1895. 

For this blessing and privilege which we enjoy this morning I feel par- 
ticularly grateful to our Father in Heaven, and I trust that the Spirit of 
God will rest upon the speakers this day as it rested upon those yesterday. 
We have come here for a blessing, and God 1s willing we should have it. 
But the power is within us to enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit or 
reject it; for the agency that God has given us is complete, and we can 
serve the Lord or the adversary, as we please. We may give way to a 
feeling of ambition, and promote desires in our hearts that lead unto 
death, or we may promote the presence of the Spirit of God, that leads 
unto eternal life. I think it is right to encourage ambition in the heart 
if it leads in this direction. But for us who have been highly favored of 
the Lord to covet the things of this world is a sin. Of all people that 
have ever lived upon the earth we should be entirely and thoroughly in 
the service of our Maker; for God has favored us as He has no other 
people. We have occasion to rejoice to-day in the liberty that we enjoy, 
the right and privilege to serve our God, to promote the interest and 
building up of the Church of Christ, attending to the ordinances of the 
house of God, laboring for the living and the dead in those sacred places 
which are unknown to the world, but known to God and those to whom 
they have been revealed through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. If 
this people are humble and united, they have naught to fear in the future, 
they need not tremble in the present, and it is our privilege to be filled 
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with hope for the future. I know it is felt by some of the brethren that 
great things will be accomplished if we can step right in and be numbered 
with the States of the Union. People rejoiced exceedingly when a Terri- 
torial government was given to them. I presume we would rejoice if we 
could have a State government. But there is one direction in which I 
see light for this people, and that is in uniting together with that bond 
that cannot be broken—uniting together in the bond of the everlasting cove- 
nant which God has given us. Do I desire that we should become a State? 
Yes. But I desire more and see greater light in the union of this people. 
If the Latter-day Saints are united and see eye to eye, God will give them 
all that is necessary for them to have to accomplish His work. More 
than this I, for one, have never aspired to. He is abundantly able, but 
He will not bring this people to the point where they are entirely free 
from the power of the adversary until they are a united people before Him. 
That is the labor devolving upon this organization which has been por- 
trayed to you by Brother Lyman. Union in the midst of the Latter-day 
Saints, love and affection, confidence in God, confidence in each other, are 
what we should be striving for. And I say that the man or the woman 
that has no confidence in the order established by our Father has no 
confidence in Him that established it. Whatever our feelings may be, 
they must be subdued; whatever our desires may be, they must be 
controlled, and our labors must be one, or this work will not prosper 
in our hands as individuals. So far as the body of the people are con- 
cerned and the work of God in the earth we need not trouble ourselves 
about that. Trouble ourselves with our own condition, with our own 
lives, with the desires that we are cultivating day by day in our hearts, 
and see to it that they reach unto Him who sits above and controls all 
things. Enemies will rise up against this people. Men will go out from 
us and become our enemies. Strong men, orators, warriors, statesmen 
will be arrayed against us; but if union is in the midst of this people, the 
light and power of God will] be with them, and all the shafts of the adver- 
sary will fall harmless to the ground. I have no fear for the Church. I 
am not troubled about Statehood. What does Statehood mean! It frees 
us from the petty tyranny of a few, who, however, do us no harm—they 
advertise us. Through the machinations of our enemies, the cause of God 
has been presented in the highest courts of this nation. Could we have 
done it ourselves? God might have ordered it in another way; but He 
ordered it in this way. The great and the mighty, the high and the low 
shall have the Gospel preached unto them. In what manner shal] it come 
to these people? How shall it be introduced into the court of St. James 
and laid before Queen Victoria? Or to the German court and the 
Emperor? or to the emperor of any great nation? In God’s way, His own 
appointed way, will these great ones hear the Gospel, and God will order 
it if we are united, and we need not fret ourselves about it. State govern- 
ment I want, if God wills it; if He does not, let it rest. When the counsel 
comes to me from the authority that He has placed upon the earth, I say 
let my heart be attuned to that counsel, whatever my desires may be, and 
let me subject myself to the Spirit of God; and if it does not suit me, let 
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me be man enough and have the testimony of the Spirit in me to receive 
that counsel and obey it. But I want one thing—I want to unite with 
my brethren. I see disunion among us. My feelings rise up, and I am 
found sometimes wishing that my brother would do as I would like him 
to do. Sometimes I want to put my hand to steady the ark. God help 
me to refrain from it. I want to cut a man off if he is too long, and pull 
him out if he is too short. These are things that come to me that I need 
to control. I know it is written that the meek shall inherit the earth. 
Let us become meek and lowly. It is not with a strong hand, speaking 
from a temporal point of view, that we will gain the victory. How will 
it be done? The individuals that inherit this earth are the victors, and 
Christ has said the meek shall inherit the earth. Do our enemies injure 
us? Well, it looks to me like they did sometimes injure us very much. 
But what have they accomplished? Have we seen a wrinkle in any 
department that has shown a shrinkage in the Church of Christ upon the 
earth? I have not, neither has any man who breathes the breath of life. 
But I have seen the Church growing stronger each day. When we were 
in poverty we grew, we expanded, we spread abroad. Now we are com- 
fortably situated, and we continue to grow. Our enemies have taken us 
like a sponge and squeezed us until there seemed to be no moisture left in 
the people; but when they let go of us we were larger than ever. 

God is managing the interests of this Church, and if this people will do 
their part for their own salvation, God will bear them off victors. Breth- 
ren and sisters, we have all we can do to mind our own business, serving 
God in every act of our lives. When the brethren tell us to do a thing, do | 
it with our might. How should I know that they are correct? By the 
revelations that God gives to me I know that they are correct, and I see 
light, greatness, glory in the union of the Latter-day Saints. I care not 
what their complexion may be in politics; I care not whether it is the 
blacksmith or the dandy little fellow that measures out the ribbon to the 
more delicate lady, union, equality before God, is what we want, with a 
determination in the heart to serve the Lord and keep His commandments, 
I am not looking upon a people who are unknown to the Father, unknown 
to the angels. I am looking upon a people who have been cared for— 
upon the descendants of that boy on whom Jacob laid his hand when he 
crossed them in the presence of his son Joseph, and said Ephraim should 
be the greater. I behold a people who are the children of Ephraim, a 
portion of one of the tribes, driven into all countries. I behold a people 
who are the descendants of Jacob through the loins of Joseph and 
Ephraim, a people of whom it is prophesied that they should be great 
and glorious and should be gathered together, to whom the other tribes 
should come as the brethren of Joseph came to Joseph in Egypt seeking 
succor at his hand; so will the other tribes come to the tribe of Ephraim 
and seek the blessings of God at their hands. I am speaking wo that 
people who, it was ordained, should come forth in the latter days, and 
the Lord would take one of a city and two of a family and bring them 
to His own house, where they should worship Him, and He would place 
pastors over them after His own heart. These children of Ephraim are 
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here to-day to do the work of the Father and assist in bringing to pass 
His strange act. 

What will we do with the mission assigned us—the mission that Jacob 
saw, though he was old and feeble and nigh unto the grave? When he 
laid his hands on the boy he told him what should befall the generations 
that should come of him. Ephraim, what shall we do with this mission} 
Will we handle it as He wants us to do? Will we honor the Priesthood 
that He has given us? Or will Ephraim rebel? for we have rebellious 
blood in us. God has been merciful unto this people. He has led us in 
green pastures, though trials have assailed us. The blood of Ephraim has 
surged through the hearts of this people, and they have determined and 
set their faces as flint that they would serve God in adversity. Can we 
do itin prosperity? If this people will unite together, if they will honor 
God and honor the worthies from whom they claim descent, God will fight 
their battles, He will argue for them with arguments tl at cannot be 
refuted, and He will bring these things to pass. You and I are incom- 
petent to do it without Him. I know we will succeed, but not by the 
strong hand of the warrior, nor the peculiar gifts of the statesman, nor 
by oratory, nor by cunning and craftiness, nor by any honors that the 
world can heap upon us, though they were to make us the head of the 
nation. It is God that will do it, and no one else. Union must be in the 
hearts of these men and these women, or they will not accomplish what 
God designs them to do in the latter days. 

Now, brethren and sisters, what will we do with the things that God 
has given us? I appeal to my own heart; I appeal to the hearts of the 
brethren. In humility let us seek Him; in union let us go unto Him 
and plead with Him; for we must not be forsaken. As individuals we 
must have Him with us. As fathers of households we must have His 
Spirit with us to guide the family God has given us; also as mothers, 
who bear the bodies that clothe the spirits that come to us. Brethren 
and sisters, the time has come—I feel it in my heart—for us to throw 
away the dissensions that rise in our hearts, the worldly ambitions 
that prompt us to do things that are not of God. We must render 
to God the things that are God’s and to Cesar the pride of the world 
and the things thereof, and prepare for the honest of every nation that 
will come unto us and will claim of us sustenance and protection, which 
He will enable us to give to them if we are faithful. I pray that the 
blessings of God may be upon this people; that humility may be 
given us instead of pride; that the peace of the Spirit may be given us 
instead of the turmoil and confusion that wait upon the spint that the 
world is in possession of; that the peace and blessing of God may be in 
our habitations and in our hearts, with our families, with our neighbors, 
with the whole people, throughout the length and breadth of the land, 
and in all the departments of this great and glorious cause which God 
has entrusted to us, is my humble prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

THE man who, for party, forsakes righteousness, goes down, and the 
armed battalions of God march over him. 
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A CASE OF HEALING. 


Evper JaMEs DucKWoRTH, President of the Liverpool Conference, writing 
from Preston, August 14, 1895, says: 

Believing that the Elders can strengthen one another’s testimony, by 
relating notable incidents which occur in the missionary’s life, I pen the 
following item, hoping it may possibly be the means of encouraging my 
fellow laborers in the spread of the truth. 

On Sunday July 21, one of our young sisters in Preston, where Elder 
Crosby and I have been laboring for some time, became seriously afflicted 
with a disease of the throat and lungs. 

At the first appearance of the disease it was thought to be merely an 
ordinary cold and no particular attention was paid to it,’but as the day 
wore on the throat became so choked up that no food whatever could be 
swallowed and our sister was absolutely unable to articulate a sound above 
a whisper, although, in spite of this, she attended our usual Sunday even- 
ing meeting. 

Still, however, I dismissed the matter as I would the thought of a severe 
cold and the incident left my mind. 

Upon arising on Monday morning I felt quite depressed from some 
cause or other, and the result was that I determined to spend the day in 
prayer, fasting, and tracting, and in my prayers I earnestly desired my 
Father to strengthen my testimony that I might be encouraged in my 
labors. 

Elder Crosby was with me all day in delivering the written word. 

About 7 o’clock in the evening, word was brought by one of the young 
Saints that our afflicted sister was very much worse and we were requested 
to come at once and administer to her. Upon our arrival at the house and 
in answer to our inquiries we found the case had become really serious and 
several times our sister had been gasping for breath. 

Before anointing her I asked the family to kneel with us and unite in 
prayer, after which Elder Crosby anointed her head and then we both laid 
our hands upon her head and rebuked the disease. 

Immediately after taking our hands from her head I sat down and I had 
only just done so when she sat upright (she had been reclining upon the 
sofa) and, addressing us in her natural tone of voice, declared she was 
well, 

The change was so sudden and remarkable that for a few seconds I sat 
looking in astonishment at her, scarcely able to credit my senses, but as 
time went on and she continued to speak just as usual my heart became 
filled with gratitude to my Heavenly Father for His goodness to our sister 
and for such a direct and wonderful answer to my fasting and prayer; for 
I left the house with my testimony strengthened and with a greater desire 
than ever to defend and advocate to the best of my ability the principles 
of righteousness. 

Immediately after we left the house our sister ate a good hearty meal, 
the first nourishment she had been able to swallow for thirty hours, and 
she has continued well ever since. 
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The young sister in question was compelled some time ago either to 
renounce all connection with Mormonism or leave home, and she chose the 
latter, preferring to forego the pleasures of the home circle rather than 
prove recreant to the religion of the meek and lowly Jesus. 

The incident which I have related is another proof of the efficacy of 
prayer and also proves that the signs do follow the believer now as they 
did anciently. 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


Tue Leeds Conference was held at Temperance Hall, Birkenshaw, near 
Leeds, August 11, 1895, meetings convening at 10:30 a.ni., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 
There were present: A. L. Booth from the Liverpool Office; Victor P. 
Wells, President of the Sheffield Conference; Joseph A. Buttle, President 
of, and Ernest 8. Horsley, George F. Wright, George B. Houtz, Frederick 
Scholes, George Freestone, and Henry Coulam, Traveling Elders in, the 
Leeds Conference. 

At the afternoon service, the names of the general authorities of the 
Church, of the European mission, and of the Leeds Conference were pre- 
sented, and unanimously sustained. The Saints also covenanted, with 
uplifted hands, to support each other with their faith, prayers, and good- 
will. 

The statistical report and the labor report for the six months ending 
June 30, 1895, were read as follows: High Priests 1; Seventies 6; Elders 
10; Priests 6; Teachers 5; Deacons 10; members 182; total officers and 
members 220. Tracts distributed 11,521; houses visited 4,108; Gospel 
conversations 542; books loaned 186; books given away 41; books sold 38; 
general meetings held 136; out-door meetings 2; Sunday Schools 37. 
Baptized 23 ; confirmed 23; children blessed 4; emigrated over eight years 
of age 2; died 1. 

The meetings were well attended, a very large congregation greeted the 
speakers in the afternoon and evening. The Spirit of God was there in 
rich abundance, and the speakers spoke by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
making the Gospel plain to the understanding of all present. The speakers 
in the morning meeting were Elders George Freestone, George B. Houtz, © 
and Henry Coulam. In the afternoon Elders A. L. Booth and George F. 
Wright occupied the time. The evening speakers were Elders V. P. Wells 
and Joseph A. Buttle. Powerful testimonies were borne to the divine 
message revealed to the prophets in this our day. Every body enjoyed 
the sweet and holy influence which was demonstrated in the singing and 
the quiet peaceful time we had. It was truly a spiritual feast and a time 
of rejoicing. The following morning the same good, comforting influence 
was present in our Priesthood meeting, which was held in Bradford, where 
the Elders gave in their reports and related their experiences, making 
suggestions as regards the best plan to get the Gospel before the people 
in the different districts. 

Geo. F. = Clerk of Conference. 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A Michigan inventor is at work on an electric car which he claims can run between 


New York and Chicago in five hours instead of twenty-three hours as at present. 

The richest and most complete bath yet found in the ruins of Pompeii has recently been 
discovered. It is a large building, with sculptured basins, heating apparatus, lead pipes, 
and bronze faucets. The walls and floors are tiled. Everything is in an almost perfect 
state of preservation, owing to the roof having remained intact when the city was buried 
in the year 79. 

A short time ago, at Vevey, Switzerland, the sun became guilty of incendiarism.. Near 
a sunny window, on a table covered with oilcloth, stood a bottle filled with water. The 
sun’s fierce rays, concentrating through the bottle as through a burning glass, set fire to 
a straw hat sunning on the table. Soon the oilcloth was also ablaze, but that raised such 
a smoke and stench as to attract attention, and the solar conflagration died in its incipi- 
ency. 

A universal cipher cede for use in cable messages has just been completed by experts at 
Berne, Switzerland, who have labored nearly five years on its compilation. The work 
was authorized by the Paris convention of telegraphers in 1890. The new code comprises 
250,000 words distinctly different from each other and none containing more than ten 
letters. It will be adopted by all European countries as soon as arrangements are com- 
pleted for its use, and in a few years will probably become the cable language of the entire 
world. 


A man traveling in Australia fuund a large mushroom, weighing five pounds. He 
took it (says a writer in St. Nicholas) to the house where he was stopping, and hung it up 
to dry in the sitting-room. Entering after dark he was amazed to see a beautiful soft 
light emanating from the fungus. He called in the natives to examine it, and at the 
first glance they cried out in great fear that it was a spirit. It continued to give out 
light for many nights, gradually decreasing until it was wholly dry. Dr. Gardner, while 
walking through the streets of a Brazilian town, saw some boys playing with a luminous 
object, which he at first thought was a large firefly but he found on inspection it was a 
brilliant mushroom (Agaric), which now bears his name. It gave out a bright light of a 
greenish hue, and was called by the natives ‘‘ flor de coco,” as it grew on a species of 
palm. The young plants emit a pale greenish light. Many kinds of fungi are phosphor- 
escent. HumlLoldt describes some exquisitely beautiful ones he saw in the mines. The 
glow in rotten wood is caused by it containing the threads of light-giving fungi. 

The ancients named the iris after the attendant of Juno, because its colors are the 
same as those which the poets and mythological writers have bestowed on the messenger 
of their goddess. Iris is generally depictured as descending from the rainbow, and 
her arch is said not to vary more in its colours than the flower that has been honored by 
her name. Milton distinguishes these flowers as “Iris, all hues.” Every quarter of the 
world possesses the iris, and, excepting the rose, no flower has been more celebrated by 
the historian and the poet than this genus of plants, which so greatly embellishes both 
the land and the waters, and has at various periods contributed so much towards the 
sustenance and added to the medicines of man. The ancients used the iris or flag-flower 
as the symbol of eloquence; and it was probably on this account that it was placed by 
the Egyptians on the brow of the Sphinx. About the middle of the twelfth century, 
Louis VIL, of France, having been excommunicated by the Pope, and his kingdom laid 
under an interdict, was persuaded to take up the cross and join in the romantic expedition 
of the Crusaders, on which occasion he distinguished himself, as was the custom of those 
times, by a peculiar blazon, for which he chose the iris flower, from that time called Fleur 
de Louis, Louis’s flower, which was first contracted into fleur de Luce, and afterwards into 
fleur de lis, lily flower, although it has no affinity to the lily. The iris flower soon became 
celebrated in France as the Fleur de lis, and was not only used in the arms of France, 
but employed in the decorative embellishments of the crown itself. 


536 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 1895. a 


MORE CORROBORATIVE EVIDENCE. 


A sHORT time ago we referred to the testimony of the eleven witnesses of 
the Book of Mormon, and showed the improbability of such a number of 
men giving to the world a conjoint statement such as they did unless it 
were true. It has been, and still is, the faith of the Latter-day Saints that 
some time the evidence in favor of the historical truth of that divine 
record will be so overwhelming that none will desire to deny it, even if 
the source of obtaining the book should be doubted. 

In answer to an objection that has been offered by some against the 
probability of certain historical facts mentioned in the Book of Mormon 
we give the following: The Book of Ether relates that a man by the name 
of Jared, together with his brother, their families, and a number of rela- 
tives and friends, left the Tower of Babel at the time of the confusion of 
tongues and traveled to sume place on the sea coast, where they built several 
vessels and embarked for the land of America, or the “Promised Land” as 
it was called by them. The account of this journey and voyage is very 
wonderful to read, for in it are mentioned many miraculous events that 
transpired in connection with the wanderings of the people. Opponents 
of the Book of Mormon claim that no people of the time mentioned knew 
how to build a ship capable of crossing the ocean. The same is said by 
some concerning the time when Lehi left Jerusalem (600-B.c.) but this 
latter objection needs hardly any thing said to refute it, as it is well 
known that many nations were then highly skilled in the art of seaman- 
ship and had vessels that sailed long distances in quest of gold, silver, and 
articles of commerce. 

Read now what Josephus says of the happenings at the time of the 
scattering from the Tower of Babel: “After this (building the tower, and 
confusion of tongues, etc.) they were dispersed abroad, on account of their 
languages, and went out by colonies everywhere; and each colony took 
possession of that land which they light upon, and unto which God led 
them; so that the whole continent was filled with them, both the inland 
and maritime countries. There were some also who passed over the sea in 
ships, and inhabited the islands: and some of those nations do still retain 
the denominations which were given them by their first founders; but 
some have lost them also; and some have only admitted certain changes 
in them, that they might be more intelligible to the inhabitants; and they 
were the Greeks who became the authors of such mutations; for when in 
after ages, they grew potent, they claimed to themselves the glory of anti- 
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quity—giving names to the nations that sounded well (in Greek) that they 
might be better understood among themselves; and setting agreeable 
forms of government over them, as if they were a people derived from 
themselves.” (Ant. of Jews, Book I, Chap. V.) 

Since it was possible, as the historian here says, for men to construct 
ships for crossing the seas, and to emigrate to lands far distant, why 
should it be considered impossible to cross the ocean, especially when as 
is related in the Book of Mormon, the people were under the direct inspir- 
ation of God? 

There has been no end to the objections offered to this wonderful book, 
but not one of them has stood the test of investigation, neither can any be 
brought forth that cannot be swept away by the facts. It is wonderful 
how circumstances have been brought about to overthrow the nonsensical 
stories that have been told concerning the Book of Mormon by the enemies 
of truth, without the least aid on the part of the Latter-day Saints. They 
acknowledge the hand of God in bringing them to pass, but the world is 
ready to accept almost anything in preference to the truth concerning 
these people and their belief. The Saints go on, however, still affirming 
their testimony, and preaching the Gospel to the inhabitants of the world, 
calling them to repentance, and leaving the results in the hands of Him 
who doeth all things well. He will demonstrate His power and show how 
weak and futile are the attempts of man to stop the advancement of His 
work. As acandid research is carried on by impartial men they will find 
almost innumerable facts to show the truth of Mormonism, and thereby 


the truth of the sacred books which the Saints believe to be the word of 


God. B. 


AN UNEXPECTED CONVERSION. 


In the year 1852 I was called upon by Elder Daniel Spencer, President of 
the Salt Lake Stake of Zion, to preach in the “Old Tabernacle,” in Salt 
Lake City. Although I had traveled and preached considerably in the 
world, I had, I am sorry to say, a dread of preaching in the presence of 
the First Presidency of the Church, and the Apostles, lest I should present 
some erroneous doctrine and receive public correction. I hardly know 
why I should have had such fears, as for every such error corrected I 
should have received a golden truth, and one Gospel truth is worth more 
to a Saint of the Lord than all of the false doctrines in the world. Truth 
is ennobling and exalting; in fact has a sanctifying influence on those 
who make a proper use of it, while error degrades those who cling to it, 
hence is much worse than nothing. 

I had those fears all the same, and had concluded to make a few brief 
remarks and make the young Elder’s usual apology, that I would “give 
way for those who could edify the people better than I could.” 

Just before arising to speak, with these thoughts in my mind, President 
Heler C. Kimball came and sat by my side. He put his hand upon my 
knee and said: “Daniel, we want you to preach on the first principles of 
the Gispel. I know you can do it, for the Holy Ghost will help you.” 
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This gave me some courage, as I had known “Brother Heber,” as he 
was often called, for several years, and never knew one of his predictions 
to fail; still a very brief discourse was in my mind. 

Is was now time for me to take the stand. As I began to arise from my 
seat, as if anticipating or knowing my thoughts, he said, “Don’t mind 
being short, preach us a good sermon.” 

He had previously suggested Christ’s commission to His apostles, as 
contained in Mark xvi: 16, 17, as a text. The discourse was intimated to 
be for the benefit of the gold-seeking emigrants who were on their way 
by the thousands to California diggings. 

Soon after entering the stand and commencing to speak, I caught the 
eye of one of those strangers and seemed oblivious to all others until all 
timidity left me. I took in his entire features. Suffice it to say, if not 
the best, that was one of the plainest and most convincing discourses I 
ever delivered. Now for the resuit. Instead of a reproof or correction, 
Presidents Kimball and Young respectively followed and bore a strong 
testimony to what had been said. Their remarks were subsequently pub- 
lished in the Deseret News. 

- In 1857, 1 was called to take a posse of militia to Echo Canyon to watch 
the movements of “Johnston’sarmy.” While there I made a call upon my 
old Missouri friend and brother, Captain of the Silver Grays, John Killion. 

On entering the tent a familiar face met my eye, but who it was I could 
not call to mind. I was introduced to him as Brother Cook. 

“Brother Cook, Brother Cook,” thought I, “where did I ever know 
Brother Cook? I must have known him somewhere. The face is too 
familiar for me to be mistaken.” 

These thoughts flitted through my mind in much less time than it takes 
me to write them. When I was about to enquire where I had met him, he 
made the inquiry if this was the Brother Tyler who preached in the 
Tabernacle in the summer of 1852. That settled it. He was the emigrant 
whom I had seen but once, and that in a public congregation of several 
hundred people. He then made in substance the following statement: 

That discourse was the first he ever heard that sounded like Gospel 
truth. Two of his sons had gone ahead of him to California, otherwise he 
would have remained in Salt Lake and investigated Mormonism. The 
balance of his family were with him. He made arrangements to leave 
them on one of the Cottonwood creeks, while he followed his sons to 
California, and would return the next year and investigate the work, 
telling them at the same time to satisfy themselves, and if they wished 
to be baptized not to wait for him. 

On arriving in California what must have been his regret to learn that 
his sons had sailed for Australia. He followed them, however, and worked 
with them for a time in the gold mines on that continent. 

While laboring thus he heard of an Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints preaching in the vicinity. He went and hearé him 
preach, after which he had some conversation with him. This was Elder 
Augustus Farnham, President of that mission. During the conversation 


he informed the Elder that he had heard one discourse frou Elder 
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Daniel Tyler in Salt Lake City, Utah. After getting my description, 
Elder Farnham informed him that the incidents were rather remarkable, 
as he too had heard the Gospel first preached by the same Elder in Morgan 
County, Illinois, many years previously. The sequel to my story is that 
Mr. Cook soon joined the Church, and was ordained an Elder, raised up 
one or more branches of the Church in Australia, returned to Salt Lake, 
bringing a goodly number whom he had baptized with him, and found his 
family in the Church rejoicing in the faith of the Gospel. 

This man will be remembered as the Brother Cook who became a very 
energetic and trustworthy policeman in Salt Lake City in an early day, 
and was shot and killed by a desperado who escaped over his dead body, 
and was himself subsequently killed while resisting arrest near Fort 
Laramie. 

The object of this true story is to teach our people that no matter how 
weak we may feel, if we will move forward and do our duty, the Lord will 
sanctify our humble efforts to His glory and the salvation of souls, our 
own included.—DANIEL TYLER, in the Juventle Instructor. 


THE SERPENT’S STRANGENESS. 


First and foremost is the strength and lastingness of the impression 
produced by the strangeness of the serpent and its beautiful, infinitely 
varied, and, to the unscientific mind, causeless motions; its spectre-like 
silence and subtlety ; its infinite patience and watchfulness, and its power - 
to continue with raised head and neck rigid as if frozen to stone for a long 
period; and its wonderful quietude when lying day after day in sun or 
shade on the same spot, as if in a deep perpetual sleep, yet eternally 
awake, with open brilliant eyes fixed on whosoever regards it. A sense 
of mystery becomes inseparably associated with its appearance; and when 
habitually regarded with such a feeling, other qualties and faculties pos- 
sessed by it would seem in harmony with this strangeness, and outside of 
the common order of nature: its periodical renewal of youth; the power 
of existing without aliment and with no sensible din.inution of vigor for 
an indefinite time; the faculty of fascination—a miraculous power over the 
ordinary lower animals; and the deadliness which its venom and the 
lightning-like swiftness of its stroke give it, and which is never exercised 
against man except in revenge for an insult or injury. To this inoffen- 
siveness of the lethal serpent, together with its habit of attaching itself to 
human habitations, about which it glides in a ghostly manner, may be 
traced the notion of its friendliness and guardianship and of its super- 
natural power and wisdom ; the belief that it was a reincarnation of a dead 
man’s soul, a messenger from the gods, and, finally, the Agathodemon of 
so many lands and so many races of men. 

The serpent’s strangeness and serpent-worship are thus seen as cause 
and effect. Now, there is another effect, or another subject, so mixed up 
with the one I have been considering that this paper might appear incom- 
plete without some notice of it—I refer to the widely prevalent belief in 
the existence of serpents of vast size and supernatural powers; in many 
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cases the demons or guardian spirits of rivers, lakes, and mountains. 
Given the profound veneration for the natural serpent, and the mental 
condition in which the mythical faculty is very strong, men would scarcely 
fail to see such monsters in certain aspects of nature coinciding with 
certain mental moods; and that which any person saw, and gave an 
account of, as he would have done in a singular tree, rock, or cloud which 
he had seen, the others would believe in; and believing, they would expect 
to see it also; and with this expectation exciting them, when the right 
mood and aspect came they undoubtedly would see it. 

Even to our purged and purified vision nature is full of suggestions of 
of the serpent—that is, to those who are familiar with the serpent’s form 
and have been strongly impressed with its strangeness. Ruskin has 
called the serpent a “living wave,” and compares it in motion to a “wave 
without wind.” In many of its aspects the sea is serpent-like; never more 
so than when the tide rises on a calm day, when wave succeeds to wave, 
lifting itself up serpentwise, gliding noiselessly and mysteriously shore-_ 
wards, to break in foam on the low beach and withdraw with a long 
hissing sound to the deep. Again, he has compared the serpent in 
motion to a “current without a fall.” Before I had read Ruskin, or knew 
his name, the swift current of a shallow stream had reminded me on 
numberless occasions of a serpent in rapid motion. When rushing away 
at its greatest speed, the creature, as one looks down on it, changes its 
appearance from a narrow body moving in a sinuous line to a broad 
straight band, the outward and inward curves of the body appearing as 
curved lines on its surface, and the spots and blotches of color forming 
the pattern as shorter lines. The shallow pebbly current shows a similar 
pattern on its swiftly moving surface, the ripples appearing as light and 
dark slanting lines that intersect, cross, and mingle with each other. 

Viewed from an elevation, all rivers winding through the lower levels, 
glistening amidst the greens, and grays, and browns of earth, suggest 
the serpent form and appear like endless serpents lying across the world. 
Probably it is this configuration and shining quality of rivers, as well as 
the even, noiseless motion of flowing water, which has given rise to the 
belief among many savage tribes of huge water-serpents, like that of the 
stupendous Mother of the Waters, supposed to lie extended at the bottom 
of the Amazon, Orinoco, and other great rivers of tropical South America. 
The river boa of these regions is probably the largest existing serpent on 
the globe, but it is a small creature to the fabled monster that rests beneath 
the flood—so small comparatively that it might well be regarded as one of 
the unseen monster's newly-born young.—W. H. Hupson, in the Fortnightly 
Review. 


COPERNICUS. 


Tae quaint town of Thorn, on the Vistula, was more than two centuries 
old, when Copernicus was born there on February 19, 1473. Thorn was 
even, in those days, a place of considerable trade, lying as it does on the 
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frontier between Prussia and Poland, with a commodious water-way for 
traffic between the two countries. Copernicus, the astronomer, whose 
discoveries make him the great predecessor of Newton and Kepler, did not 
come from a noble family, as certain other early astronomers have done, 
for, though his uncle was certainly a bishop, yet his father was a trades- 
man. It would appear that the young Nicolaus, for such was his christian- 
name, received his education at home, until such time as he was deemed 
sufficiently advanced to be sent to the University at Cracow. The educa- 
tion that he there obtained must have been in those days of a very prim1- 
tive description, but Copernicus seems to have availed himself of it to the 
utmost. He devoted himself more particularly to the study of medicine. 

By the time he was twenty-seven years old, it would seem that Coper- 
nicus had given up the notion of becoming a medical practitioner, and 
had resolved to devote himself to science. He was engaged in teaching 
mathematics, and appears to have won considerable reputation. His 
growing fame attracted the notice of his uncle the bishop, and, apparently 
at his suggestion, Copernicus took holy orders, and was presently appointed 
to @ canonry in the Cathedral of Frauenburg, near the mouth of the 
Vistula. To Frauenburg, accordingly, this man of varied gifts retired. 
Possessing somewhat of the ascetic spirit, he resolved to devote his life to 
work of the most serious description. He eschewed all ordinary society, 
restricting his intimacies to very grave and learned companions, and 
refusing to engage in conversation of any useless kind. It would seem 
as if his gifts for painting came under the condemnation of frivolity; at | 
all events, we do not learn that he continued to practice them. In addi- 
tion to the discharge of his tieological duties, his life was divided partly 
between ministering medically to the wants of the poor, and partly with 
his researches in astronomy and mathematics. His equipment in the way 
of instruments for the study of the heavens seems to have been of a very 
meagre description. He arranged apertures in the walls of his house at 
Allenstein, so that he could observe in some fashion the passage of the 
stars across the meridian. That he possessed some talent for practical 
mechanics is proved by his construction of a contrivance for raising water 
from a stream, for the use of the inhabitants of Frauenburg. Relics of 
this machine are still to be seen. 

The intellectual slumber of the Middle Ages was destined to be awakened 
by Copernicus. It may be noted, that the time at which he appeared 
coincided with a remarkable epoch in the world’s history. The great 
astronomer had just reached manhood, at the time when Columbus dis- 
covered America. Before the publication of the researches of Copernicus, 
the orthodox scientific belief averred that the earth was stationary, and 
that the apparent movements of the heavenly bodies were indeed real 
movements. Ptolemy had laid down this doctrine 1,400 years before. In 
his theory this huge error was associated with so much important trutb, 
and the whole presented such a coherent scheme for the explanation of 
the heavenly movements, that the Ptolemaic theory was not seriously 
questioned until the great work of Copernicus appeared. No doubt 

others, before Copernicus, had from time to time in some vague fashion 
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surmised, with more or less plausibility, that the sun, and not the earth, 
was the centre about which the system really revolved. 

The first of the great discoveries which Copernicus made relates to the 
rotation of the earth on its axis. That general diurnal movement by 
which the stars and all other celestial bodies appear to move completely 
round the heavens once every twenty-four hours, had been accounted for 
by Ptolemy, on the supposition that the apparent movements were the 
real movements. In his view, the whole celestial sphere, containing all 
the stars stuck on its surface, did in reality rotate once every twenty-four 
hours around the earth at the centre. Copernicus saw the futility of the 
arguments by which Ptolemy had endeavored to demonstrate that a 
revolution of the earth was impossible. It was plain to him that there 
was nothing whatever to warrant any refusal to believe in the rotation of 
the earth. In his clear-sightedness on this matter we have specially to 
admire the sagacity of Copernicus as a natural philosopher. It had been 
urged that, if the earth moved round, its motion would not be imparted 
to the air, and that therefore the earth would be uninhabitable by the 
terrific winds which would be the result of our being carried through the 
air. Copernicus convinced himself that this deduction was preposterous. 
He proved that the air must accompany the earth, just as his coat remains 
round him, notwithstanding the fact that he is walking down the street. 
In this way he was able to show that all a priort objections to the earth’s 
movements were absurd, and therefore he was able to compare together 
the plausibilities of the two rival schemes for explaining the diurnal 
movement. He delayed publishing his wonderful discoveries to the world 
until he was quite an old man. He had a well-founded apprehension of 
the storm of opposition which they would arouse. However, he yielded 
at last to the entreaties of his friends, and his book was sent to the press. 
Ere it made its appearance to the world, Copernicus was seized by mortal 
illness. A copy of the book was brought to him on May 23, 1543. We are 
told that he was able to touch it and to see it, but no more, and a few 
hours afterwards he died. He was buried in that Cathedral of Frauenburg 
with which his life had been so closely associated.—Smr Rosert Batt, tn 
Good Words. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The University Summer School closed on August 2. 
There is talk of reviving the Logan Nation in the near future. 
Death has taken away Edward Meecham, aged 93, one of the early settlers of Provo. 
United States Senator, John M. Thurston, of Nebraska, spent a day or two in Utah 
during the early part of the month. 


The Provo Dispatch has changed hands again, going back to the Dispatch Publishing 
Company, from which it was purchased in 1893. 

Large shipments of cattle are being made from the southern counties, and the same 
will continue for some time. San Pete County alone, it is said, will furnish two hundred 
car loads. 
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The report of the Salt Lake clearing house for July shows an increase in business of 
twenty-eight per cent. over that for the same month last year. 


The Brigham Young Academy began its twentieth academic year on the 19th of August. 


The faculty comprises twenty-eight members, the greater number of them being the same 
as those of last year. 


A slight shock of earthquake, the second within two weeks, was felt at Mt. Pleasant on 
July 27. It lasted only about a second, but caused a shaking of several houses, though 
no damage was done. 


A government agent has been in San Pete Vounty taking claims of people who suffered 
from Indian depredations in 1866. There are several people who will be benefited should 
the claims be allowed. 


Rabbits have done considerable damage to the grain cropsin Iron County. One person 
who expected to harvest four hundred bushels says that through the ravages of these pests 
he will not now have more than fifty bushels. 


The building of a new boulevard is being discussed and agitated by some Salt Lake 
City parties. The proposed location of it is East Temple Street, beginning at Tenth 
South Street and extending about a mile southward. 

The Republican convention for nominating state officers and a representative to Con- 
gress has been called for August 28. The date of the Democratic convention has not been 


fixed yet, but it will likely follow before long, and a campaign of two montbs duration is 
thus threatened. 


The death rate in Salt Lake City for July was extremely light, being such as would 
give only 5.82 yearly for each thousand people. Should the same rate continue it would 
be nearly one hundred and seventy-two years before all the present inhabitants of that 
city would be dead. 


Elder Eli Bell of Logan was injured at a fire to such an extent that he died on July 31, 
a few days after the accident. He was born in 1834, and had spent eleven years of his ~ 
life in fulfilling two missions to the Sandwich Islands. Besides this he had done a great 
deal of home missionary work, and had labored extensively in the Lugan Temple. 


The Indian scare in Idaho seems to have amounted to nothing more than a fright. 
Those who know best say that the red men have been as usual very much misrepresented. 
The Utah parties who were thought to be in danger have written assuring their friends 
that there is nothing to fear from the Indians so long as they remain unmolested by the 
whites. 

A telegram received at Salt Lake City on August 3 announced the death of Elder 
Charles Scott Hall who had been laboring as a missionary in Texas. The particulars of 
the sad event were not given. Elder Hall’s home was in West Portage, Box Elder 
County, and he had been away not quite three months. He was in the fiftieth year of his 
age, and was born in Addington, Buckinghamshire, England. 

The Utah Press Association has invited the editors of papers in the twenty-two States 
and Territories between the Missouri Kiver and the Pacific Ocean to take a summer’s 
outing in Utah during the latter part of August. To assist in entertaining the visitors 
the officers of the association have asked for, and have obtained permission to use, the 
large Tabernacle for the purpuse of giving a free concert. The Tabernacle choir and 
several of the best soloists uf the Territory will take part in the proceedings, and no doubt 
the affair will be very pleasant. Though the musical ability of the people of Utah has 
been heard of a great deal, there are comparatively few strangers who have witnessed an 
exhibition of it. The editors who are favored with an opportunity of accepting the 
invitation sent to them will be fortunat+ indeed, as it is very rarely that a chance visit to 
Salt Lake City would afford them the privilege of attending a musical entertainment of 
the kind promised. The date of the affair is given out as August 28. Several of the rail- 
roads have promised to assist in making the outing a success, by giving favorable rates 
over their lines. 


| 
| 


